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Allahabad to be the capital of British India, the centre of
Government, and residence of the Viceroy; and it is not
impossible that it will one day become so, if the cyclones
play enough mischief with Calcutta, the actual metropolis.
Some clever heads must already have foreseen this con-
tingency, for in this great body called India Allahabad
is placed where the heart should be, just as Paris is the
heart of France. London is not in the centre of the
United Kingdom, it is true; but then London has not the
same pre-eminence over other great English cities such as
Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, that Paris has over
all the other towns in France.
"And starting from here," said I to Banks, "shall we
proceed in a straight and northerly direction ?"
"Yes," replied Banks, "or rather, almost straight;
Allahabad being the western limit of this, the first part of
our expedition.
"After all/* cried Captain Hood, "these great towns
are very well in their way, but give me an open plain or
a tangled jungle 1 If we always keep near railways like
this, we shall end by running on them ourselves, and our
Behemoth will be turned into a common engine. What a
come-down!"
" Cheer up; don't be uneasy, Hood, " returned the engi-
neer ; * that won't happen. We shall soon venture into
your favourite parts.*